
  

Situation overview 

The amount of rainfall in most areas of Juba and Shabelle 
river basins inside Somalia and in the Ethiopian Highlands 
continued to reduce, according to the FAO-Managed 
Somalia Land and Water Information Network (SWALIM). 
Except for Jowhar, the river levels are currently within normal 
range in most sections of the two rivers. While the flood risk 
from River Juba remains moderate, there remains a risk of 
flooding along the lower and middle reaches of River 
Shabelle, mainly due to existing open river banks and weak 
river embankments. 

Little progress has been made in repairing the damage to 
infrastructure caused by flooding. Meanwhile, humanitarian 
response to help those affected by floods and in need is 
ongoing.  

Some of the displaced people have returned to their villages. 
The displacements related to the floods have been short-
term as most people fled within the vicinity of their homes.  

Humanitarian impact and needs 

Cumulatively, an estimated 144,000 people have been 
affected since the onset of the heavy rains and the resultant 
flooding in mid-October, according to SWALIM and partners. 
Hiraan, Lower Juba, Middle Juba and Middle Shabelle 
regions are the most affected.  

While rains have reduced in some regions, in Lower 
Shabelle region, heavy rains were reported in Afgooye district 
and in Janaale. There were also heavy rains in Bulo-Mareer 
and Shalambood in Marka district. Transportation along the main roads has been hampered. The Afgooye-
Awdhegle road, as well as the road between Mashane and Waagle in Marka district, has been affected. 

Meanwhile, in some regions increased cases of Acute Watery Diarhoea (AWD) were reported. In Banadir region, 
cases of AWD were reported in Hamarweyne and Hawlwadaag districts of Mogadishu. Three children under age 5 
died in Hamarweyne and a number of patients are admitted at Banadir hospital. Increased cases of malarial 
disease as well as AWD were also reported in Gedo region. In Middle Shabelle, three people died and nine others 
were affected by AWD in Baqdad and Sabun villages.  

In Galgaduud region, an increase in admission of malnutrition cases in nutrition centers was reported in 
Dhusamareb district. This can be attributed, in part, to an increase in diarhoea cases. 

Humanitarian coordination and response  

Partners continued with their response to people in need during the reporting period. In Banadir, an integrated 
nutrition programme targeting an estimated 3,400 pregnant and lactating mothers and children in response to an 
increased malnutrition rate among IDPs is ongoing. In Lower Juba, an estimated 620 people in Degelema and Tulo 
Barwaqo in Afmadow district received micronutrient supplements. In Gaalkacyo, community health workers 
conducted a rapid nutrition assessment to ascertain the needs of an estimated 3,400 pregnant and lactating 
women and children. Outpatient therapeutic services are also being provided at Gaalkacyo hospital. The Nutrition 
cluster has enough supplies to provide assistance to affected people in Middle Shabelle until January 2016. They 
are also monitoring the nutrition situation. 

The Food Security cluster has focused on improving access to food for affected people, rehabilitation and 
strengthening of existing small-scale productive infrastructure as well as river embankments. The cluster has also 
provided seasonal inputs, established community-based early warning systems for vector and Rift Valley fever and 
also conducted training on livestock management in emergencies. Livestock vaccination and supportive treatment 
was also provided. Monitoring of weather and river levels is ongoing. 

In Doolow, Gedo region, construction of gabions and the rehabilitation of diversion and earth canal through cash-
for-work was completed. Plans to provide farm inputs like seeds and farm tools to about 60 farmers in Warayle 
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Barabaray, Kurtun, Dhaygab, Hamare and Una villages are being finalized. The procurement of the same has 
begun. Local authorities and partners have distributed food and plastic sheets to 1,200 people in six flood-affected 
villages in Burdhuubo. 

WASH cluster partners continued with sanitation and hygiene awareness and response activities in flood-affected 
areas. As part of the hygiene campaign, the cluster disseminated guidelines on water treatment and chlorination 
during emergencies, especially after floods. Partners also collaborated with the Banadir Regional Administration 
and the Ministry of Health to chlorinate 21 wells in Hamarweyne and Hawladaag districts, including distributing 242 
hygiene kits to the affected people. During the reporting period, 4,800 hygiene kits targeting about 28,800 people 
were distributed by WASH partners throughout southern and central Somalia.  

The regional protection cluster in Kismayo conducted a rapid needs assessment among 1,400 people displaced 
from Kamsuma village who are living with relatives in internally displaced persons’ settlements and within the host 
community. Emergency shelter, food and non-food items are among the identified needs. Partners also distributed 
21 plastic sheets and non-food items to an estimated 1,090 and 1,080 people respectively, of the 1,140 persons 
displaced from Kamsuma to Kismayo and Jamame districts. The Protection cluster also distributed 1,118 non-food 
items to people affected by Cyclone Chapala in Bari region. 

Response efforts are ongoing in the affected districts in Middle Shabelle region. Local authorities, partners and the 
community have closed seven river breakages in Balcad district. The breakages were reported in Dhagaxlow, 
Farbaraki, Hawadley, Jacemo Misro, Koorebe, Muki-dheere and Raqayle. About 40,500 sandbags were distributed 
by partners. The Ministry of Agriculture, with funding from DFID through FAO, has repaired 12 out of the 24 river 
bank breakages to mitigate flooding in Middle Shabelle. The remaining 12 are expected to be repaired shortly. 

The Somalia Inter-agency Contingency Plan for El Niño is available here: 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/somalia_el_nino_contingency_planning_september_2015.pdf 

For SWALIM technical rainfall and flood update please visit: http://www.faoswalim.org/  
For more information or to receive our reports as attachment, contact: Tapiwa Gomo Head of Communication, 

gomo@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731043197, or Kenneth Odiwuor, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734800120 
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